
Theme Control freedom 

What does it look like 
and who does this? 

Uptight 
Structured 
Teachers?  Politicians? 
Police? Systems.. 
society… 
Twisting what you say… 
playing mind games… 
manipulating 
weaknesses. Put-downs 
 

Loose 
Happy 
Individuals 
Artists 
Rebels 
 

How is it revealed thru.. 
character 

 
Ratched.  Scared 
patients 

Mac . outside world 

….setting Hospital.  White 
structure ordered. Water 
in pool 

FISHING TRIP also 
outside world.  Water 
outside 

Techniques Costume, angles, shots, 
lighting – harsh and 
controlled, 

Music, 

Symbols Nurse’s cap, clipboard, 
pool water stagnant 

Cards, archways, free 
flowing water, 
washstand… 

Significant  and 
quintessential scenes 
and quotes 

Therapy sesh, doctor 
sessions 

Fishing boat scene, crazy 
Christmas party scenes - 
subversion 

Bigger picture stuff Czech republic 
Parents died in 
concentration camps 
Early film of his banned 
in Czech – censorship – 
dramatised the rebellion 

Milos forman’s 
background 
East vs west – mac vs 
ratched…. 

 


